us Of Women -Condl 
ada. - e Cana 


EQUAIN 


AN. 


N 
} 
Zs 
S 


i) 
—_ 
a | 
Oo 
= 
—_ 
=" 
~“ 
=) 
Le) 
=] 
oO 
oS) 
> 


ars 
aa 
aera 
el 
—_——— 
——_—_—_ 
aS 
——— 
Se Ss 
— 
—————— 
——_—_—_—_ 
eel 
——_—_—_—_ 
a—— 
——— 
— 
— 
—<$—<—$—<— 
——— 
—_———<— 


SAUSoWOVE 


Canada 


United Nations Nations Unies” | 
@ Decade for Women Décennie pourlafemme . 
1976-1985 1976-1985 


Catalogue no. SW21-6/1985 
ISBN no. 0-662-53658-4 


The federal government is committed to 
Promoting equal opportunity for women in 
all areas of Canadian life. The responsibility 
for ensuring that this commitment is upheld 
IS assigned to the Minister Responsible for 
the Status of Women. The Minister’s role is 
to advise the federal government on the 
potential impact on women of all proposed 
federal policies and programs. The agency 
that assists the Minister in carrying out this 
responsibility is known as Status of Women 
Canada. 


The origins of the agency. date back to 1971 
when a special position was established to 
coordinate the government’s response to 
the recommendations of the Royal Commis- 
sion on the Status of Women in Canada. In 
1976, a separate office — Status of Women 
Canada — was formed and the functions 
expanded. | 


Based on activities undertaken in three 
main areas — policy analysis and develop- 
ment, intergovernmental and non-govern- 
mental relations, and public information — 
Status of Women Canada provides advice 
and recommendations to the Minister on 
all matters within federal jurisdiction that 
affect the lives of Canadian women. In this 
way, the agency plays an active role in help- 
ing the Minister to improve the economic, 
social and legal condition of Canadian 
women. 


WHAT DO We DO? 


Status of Women Canada helps the Minister 

bring about change by: 

e analyzing federal legislation, policies and 
programs to ensure equal opportunity for 
women; 

e recommending policy changes to other 
federal departments; 

e raising issues related to the status of 
women with policy makers within Canada 
and internationally; 

e initiating policy and program proposals to 
meet unfilled needs; 

e cooperating with provincial and territorial 
governments and international organiza- 
tions in the analysis and development of 
policy affecting women; 

e promoting research to better understand 
the nature and extent of problems affect- 
ing women and to evaluate possible 
solutions; 

e consulting with women’s organizations, 
academics and other groups concerned 
with women’s issues in Canada and 
internationally; 

e representing Canada at international - 
meetings such as the United Nations’ 
Commission on the Status of Women, the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development’s Working Party on the 
Role of Women in the Economy, and the 
Organization of American States’ Status 
of Women Commission; and 

e keeping women informed about the fed- 
eral government’s priorities and programs 
relating to the status of women in 
Canada.* 


* Status of Women Canada does not run special pro- 
grams for women or provide funds to women’s organ- 
izations. For information on funding, contact the 
Women’s Program, Secretary of State, Ottawa-Hull, 
K1A OM5. 


Ds 


To integrate the economic, social, legal and 
cultural needs of Canadian women into 
legislation, policies and programs, Status 
of Women Canada works closely with: 


other federal government departments; 
provincial and territorial governments; 
women’s organizations outside govern- 
ment; and 

international organizations and 
committees. 


FEDE AL PROG AVIS 


FC] WOMEN 


Status of Women Canada maintains liaison 
with all federal departments to ensure that 
women’s groups are consulted in the devel- 
opment of policy. In fact, each government 
department is responsible for ensuring that 
women’s issues are integrated into its poli- 
cies and programs. 


In addition, several departments have special 

programs that are concerned with a particular 

aspect of the status of women. For example: 

e Secretary of State’s Women’s Program 
provides financial and technical assist- 
ance to women’s organizations and other 
voluntary groups for activities that pro- 
mote the equality of women in Canadian 
society. Another Secretary of State pro- 
gram, the Native Women’s Program, 
administers grants exclusively for native 
women’s organizations. 

e Labour Canada’s Women’s Bureau pro- 
motes equality for women in the work- 
place by carrying out research, monitor- 
ing federal labour legislation, policies 
and programs and recommending changes 
and new initiatives. 

e The Canada Employment and Immigra- 
tion Commission’s Women’s Employment 
Division is responsible for ensuring that 
all programs and services of the Commis- 
sion meet the employment-related needs 
of women. The Affirmative Action Direc- 
torate provides consultative services, at 
no charge, to private sector employers to 
assist them with their affirmative action 
programs. 


e The Canadian International Development 
Agency’s Women in Development Direc- 
torate ensures that aid to developing 
countries contributes to the realization 
of the full potential of women, both as 
agents and as beneficiaries in the devel- 
Opment process. 

Health and Welfare Canada’s Senior 
Adviser Responsible for the Status of 
Women advises the department on pol- 
icy and program development relating to 
women in such areas as pensions, child 
care, family violence/ wife assault, 
women’s health and income security. In 
addition, the Senior Adviser has been 
designated the Canadian responsibility 
centre for the Pan American Health 
Organization’s Five-Year Plan of Action 
on Women in Health and Development. 
Finally, the Canadian Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women plays a key role in 
addressing women’s issues. The Advisory 
Council is an independent organization 
which channels information between 
Canadian women and the federal govern- 
ment. Operating with federal funding, the 
Council conducts and publishes research 
studies and promotes public awareness 
of major issues affecting women. While 
Status of Women Canada is sometimes 
confused with the Advisory Council, the 
roles of the two organizations are quite 
different and each organization plays a 
distinct role within the federal govern- 
ment’s structure for addressing women’s 
issues. 


FEDE A _PIROINCAL 


COOPERATION 


Many areas affecting women in society 
come under provincial and territorial juris- 
diction. Some of these areas are education, 
health and social services, the administra- 
tion of justice, property law and much of 
the labour and human rights legislation. As 
a result, cooperation between the federal, 
provincial and territorial governments is 
necessary in all efforts to improve the 
equality and economic independence of 
women. 


Every province and territory has appointed 
a minister responsible for women’s issues. 
The federal Minister Responsible for the 
Status of Women meets at least once a year 
with these ministers to discuss matters of 
mutual concern. To support the Minister’s 
activities, Status of Women Canada holds 
regular meetings with provincial and terri- 
torial status of women officials. As well, 
Status of Women Canada participates in 
working groups of federal, provincial and 
territorial officials to study such issues as 
wife battering and child care. 


WhHAT HAS BEEN 


ACHIEVED IO DNE? 


Since the Royal Commission on the Status 

of Women reported in 1970, significant 

improvements have been made to federal 

policies and programs affecting women. 

Successive Ministers Responsible for the 

Status of Women have worked to bring 

about change in a number of areas, 

including: 

¢« equality in employment; 

child care; 

wife battering; 

parental benefits; 

pensions; 

citizenship; 

divorce and family law; 

legal issues related to discrimination, 

including the Canadian Charter of Rights 

and Freedoms, The Canadian Human 

Rights Act and criminal law; and 

e public attitudes and sex-role 
stereotyping. 


WHAT DOr 


(ee UE ie aby, 


Full equality for women cannot be achieved 

overnight. Status of Women Canada is con- 

tinuing its efforts on a number of fronts. 

Some of the work now under way includes: 

e ensuring that the progress towards equal- 
ity that was made during the United 
Nations Decade for Women (1976-1985) 
continues well beyond the end of the 
decade; 

e participating in working groups of fed- 
eral, provincial and territorial officials to 
study such issues as wife battering and 
child care; and 

e continuing research and analysis of fed- 
eral policy and programs affecting 
women. 


For More Information. . . 


To find out more about the work of Status 
of Women Canada, write to: 


Status of Women Canada 
Communications Unit 
10th floor 

151 Sparks Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 103 
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